EARLY BIBLES.

THE ELIOT BIBLE.

THE history of the first Bible printed in America
is the history of the devotion and persistence chiefly
of one man. John Eliot was drawn to New England
by the desire to relieve the minds of the Indian races
from their spiritual darkness. He came when his
mental faculties were keen and active, and lived to
see the happy consummation of his hopes and plans,
even to an honored old age. Eliot arrived in New
England in the autumn of the year 1631. After a
short time devoted to teaching, he became the pastor
of the Roxbury church. From the first his interest
in the Indians had manifested itself, and he early
took steps toward giving them the Word of God.
He was well fitted for the work, both by heart and
intellect. His scholastic advantages had been ample,
for he had received his education.at Jesus College,
Cambridge, from which institution he was graduated
in 1623. He was well acquainted with the original
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